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Hunter Lake - State of the Lake Report  
to the Conover Town Lakes Committee 

 
April 2021 

 

Hunter Lake is located in the southwestern portion of Conover, Wisconsin, south of the Buckatabon 
Lakes within the Tamarack Pioneer River Watershed. (1) It is a 175 acre (surface area) deep seepage 
lake with no natural inlet or outlet, and no water level control. The southern end of the lake is 
designated a no-wake nature preserve, accessible by small boat or by canoe, kayak or paddleboard, 
with the shoreland on its west side owned by the State of Wisconsin (DNR), and on the east side by a 
private owner's undeveloped property. A floating nest in this area is typically occupied by a pair of 
loons each summer; under ideal conditions they produce one or two young during the summer. 
 
The DNR does not consider Hunter Lake to be "impaired" by invasive aquatic or animal species (2). 

• During August 2020 the Peach Blossom Jellvfish (size of a quarter, not known to have an effect on 
lake ecology, and not harmful to people) was first observed in Hunter Lake and reported to the DNR. 
• The Chinese Mvsterv Snail was first verified at the Hunter Lake County Park beach in July 2008 (3). 
• Hunter Lake has been spared from most other invasive plant and animal species. 

There is not presently any program to monitor, control or treat invasive species, and there is presently 
no program to work with an aquatic consultant regarding invasive species. However, the Vilas County 
Land & Water Conservation Department hopes to perform an AIS Early Detection Survey on Hunter 
Lake this year, and the Hunter Lake Association has also reached out to the DNR for a "Directed Lake 
Survey”, an in-depth study to investigate the lake's health. 
 
Winter uses of Hunter Lake include ice fishing, ice skating, and snowmobiling. 
 
Summer uses include swimming, silent water-sports (by kayak, canoe, paddleboard and sailboat), 
fishing, pontoon boat cruising, and some power-boating with waterskiing or tubing. Most residents 
and visitors make use of the public boat launch site at Hunter Lake County Park on Hunter Landing Rd 
at the southeast corner of the lake. The existing boat landing at the park is naturally shallow (2 feet 
deep or less, as far as 30 feet from shore), but has been adequate to launch fishing boats, pontoon 
boats, and other small boats for many decades. The sandy landing is also perfect for kayaks, canoes 
and paddle boards. At the park and the boat landing, the lake has a natural sand bar bottom where 
wind and waves bring sand from the lake to the area. This contributes to the nice gradually-sloping 
sand-bottomed swimming beach, marked in summer by buoys, which is adjacent to the boat landing. 
 
The Vilas County Forestry, Recreation and Land Committee's 15-year Comprehensive Plan proposes 
improvements for Hunter Lake Park. The Hunter Lake Association would like to work cooperatively in 
partnership with the County Committee, and supports these improvements: 

• the construction of a pavilion for the protection of park visitors from the sun and rain; 
• playground upgrades and improved landscaping; 
• the addition of picnic tables and grilling equipment, with the elimination of in-ground fire pits. 

The Hunter Lake Association questions the need for improvements to the existing boat landing, with the 
addition of a pier, to allow access for larger motorboats. Dredging at the landing 15 years ago, and the 



more recent addition of gravel to the landing and the lakebed to improve vehicular and trailer traction in 
the sand, have been overcome by the continuously shifting sand bottom. Hunter Lake is a seepage lake 
with no water level control. The water level drops 12 inches from spring to fall, more in dry summers. 
 
The Hunter Lake Association encourages the County’s Forestry, Recreation and Land Committee to let 
the existing boat landing remain as it is, and to promote Hunter Lake as a place for peaceful and silent 
watersports associated with the canoeing, kayaking, paddle boarding and loon watching that visitors 
already enjoy. "Improvements" to the existing boat landing to accommodate more and larger boats, in 
view of the natural impact by Hunter Lake, would be a counterproductive use of both effort and funds. 
 
(1) https://dnr.wi.gov/water/waterDetail.aspx 
(2) https://dnrmaps.wi.gov/H5/?viewer=SWDV 
(3) https://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/invasives/AlSLists.aspx 
 
prepared by: Buzz Getzel 
Hunter Lake Association Director-at-Large 
email: hunter@meckelburg.com 
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2020-2021 “State of the Lake” Report for the Conover Town Lakes Committee 
 

• All three lakes in our Lake District experienced higher than normal water last year. When we rebuilt 
our dam in 2016, we were warned by the DNR not to “chase the weather” by adjusting the dam height. 
However, water height remains a concern for property owners. After Board discussion, it was decided 
to remove a 6” log from the dam in the fall, and replace it in the spring. Then that log was replaced on 
April 5th after ice out. We hope the water will be back to a normal range, in time for the loons to 
choose a proper nest in May. 

• Although the three lakes do not suffer from any of the common invasive species, we continue to be 
vigilant. The Lake District has a printed brochure available for distribution at both boat landings. It 
includes a brief history of the Flowage, a map of the waterways, and warnings about no-wake and AIS 
concerns. 

• The Lake District continues to budget a small tax levy to build up a reserve for potential dam problems 
or AIS incidents. 

• Baker Lake continued to have blue-green algae last summer. The Lake District Water Quality 
Committee has increased their monitoring efforts, to include 1) water clarity, 2) temperature, 3) 
phosphorus/chlorophyl, and 4) dissolved oxygen, with the hope of determining the source of the 
nutrients causing this issue.  

 Three committee members received training on April 5th on sampling procedures from Sandy 
Wickman, Wisconsin Water Resource Management Specialist for our area. She was able to enroll Baker 
Lake in the three-year water chemistry program, to monitor phosphorus and chlorophyl. She supplied 
the committee with the equipment needed, including Secchi disks for all, a temperature meter, and 
the chemistry sampling equipment. Cathy Higley (Vilas County Lake Conservation Specialist) is putting 
us on the list to check out the County’s dissolved oxygen monitor this season on a regular schedule, 
and will train committee members on the procedure the first week of June. 

 There is a culvert on Baker Lake Road which funnels water downhill a short distance into Baker 
Lake, fed by a large wetland. During major snow-melt and rain events, erosion has been observed. 
Samples will be taken by the Vilas County Land and Water Conservation Department to see whether 
the run-off is especially nutrient-rich, and might contribute to the blue-green algae in the lake. 

• The Conover Town Lakes Committee has been a good source of information and shared experiences 
for our Lake District, and we want to continue our participation, and encourage other lakes to become 
active in the group. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Sue Holloway 715-547-6048 eaglelight20@gmail.com  
Nancy Vogt (alternate) bobandnancy4813@gmail.com 
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We continued our work in 2020 (year 2 of 3-year management grant and strategy) through multiple activities.  
The key element was a 10-acre ProcellaCOR treatment on N Twin east of the island. As with our 2019 
treatment, the early results showed EWM significantly impaired within several weeks of the treatment. 
  
We also used DASH on both S and N Twin for 3 weeks in the summer. The DASH activities found almost no 
EWM in the treated area from 2019 and miscellaneous plants in other areas of N Twin. Given that promising 
assessment, we moved our DASH activities to S Twin focusing on the areas entering S Twin down to the boat 
landing. A complete report of the DASH activities can be found on our website. 
  
We used a drone as well as an underwater rover to assess both EWM and native plant growth on both S and N 
Twin. Videos of those activities are also on our website. The aerial and underwater surveys in late June 
corroborated previous fall surveys conducted by our consultant Onterra. As such, we feel quite good about the 
level of EWM control and healthy native plants on North Twin  
 
However, South Twin is not fairing as well. Early season surveys by volunteers indicated the 2019 Fluridone 
treatment had not achieved the desired efficacy of eliminating EWM on South Twin. Onterra performed a 
summer survey to more scientifically assess EWM status. While the EWM had diminished by density and been 
reduced from its fall assessment of nearly 180 acres of EWM, we still identified growth which approximated 
133 acres. Given the significant remaining EWM we had multiple discussions with the WDNR about potential 
late season treatments but decided the best long-term value would be achieved after analyzing the fall survey 
and look at spring treatment. 
 
Onterra conducted a fall survey on both North and South Twin. The results on N Twin continued to support 
the success of both 2019 and 2020 ProcellaCOR treatments as virtually no EWM was detected in the 
treatment areas with good population of native plants. However, S Twin had a ring of EWM totaling over 130 
acres and some native plant impact was noted from the Fluridone treatment. 
 
Lastly, we received some nice riparian data on the locations where swimmers itch was noted in 2020. We 
shared this information with a consulting firm from Michigan and they will be working with the WDNR to 
determine what the permitting process would be for a possible Merganser relocation to break the snail to host 
cycle in order to reduce potential for SI in the Twins. 
 
 
 



2021 Focus 
The primary focus in 2021 will be a spring treatment of approximately 58 acres of S twin with ProcellaCOR. The 
WDNR has approved our permit and we are optimistic that we can replicate results we achieved in North Twin 
over the past 2 years.  
We plan to perform up to 15 days of DASH activity visiting areas on N Twin but primarily complimenting the 
areas on S Twin not in the ProcellaCOR treatment zone. This will be a continuation from the boat landing to 
the west and then south along the west shore. 
Depending on the WDNR feedback on a permit for Swimmers Itch relocation of species, we hope to perform 
an assessment of Merganser broods this spring on the Twins and will need our riparians to help us gather that 
data. This information will be critical in developing a potential action plan subject to WDNR approval. 
Look for information on our website regarding the WDNR Healthy Lakes program. We hope to apply for a 
grant this fall which can reimburse riparians up to $1000 for a variety of fish habitat, shoreline restoration and 
water runoff projects. 
Lastly, we have been working with the WVIC as this year is a review year where Wisconsin Valley Improvement 
Corporation has the FERC permit reviewed to determine operating guidelines for water levels and dam 
operations on S Twin. Thanks to all riparians who have commented on the survey we sent via email in the last 
month. This “look in” review will occur in spring 2021 and we will keep riparians updated on the process on 
our website.  
 
As always, we appreciate any questions and comments that our riparians have as we work to protect our lake 
resources.  
 
Regards, 
NSTLPRD Commissioners 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pine Island Lake Corporation Lake Management Committee 
2021 Winter Report 

 
Committee Report Outline 
 
I.      Mission Statement 
II      Protection from Exotic/Invasive Species 
III. Aquatic Plant Control 
IV. Fish Habitat, Monitoring, and Stocking 
V. Long Range Planning, Lake Monitoring, & Trend 
Analysis 

VI. Protecting Our Lake 
VII. Loon Update 
VIII. Scientific Data Collection (Fyke Netting) 
IX. Historical Fish Stocking Data 

 
Pine Island Lake Corporation 2021 Lake Management Committee Report 
We would sincerely like to thank each and every member who contributed their time and financial support to 
the efforts of the Lake Management Committee. Without your help, the success that we have achieved would 
not have been possible. Thank you!!! 
 
Mission Statement: The objective of the Pine Island Lake Management Committee is to manage and protect 
the resources of Pine Island Lake in such a manner as to preserve the health and beauty of the lake while 
enhancing the benefits that it provides to the homeowners and their guests. 
 
The main areas of focus for the committee include the following: 
 
Protection from Exotic Invasive Species: Once again, protecting our lake from invasive species is perhaps the 
single most important thing we can do to preserve its health and well-being. Introducing exotic plants, 
animals, or fish, including Eurasian milfoil, zebra mussels, carp, rusty crayfish, etc., into the lake can have 
disastrous effects. AIS or Aquatic Invasive Species are the most recent exotic threats to our lakes and streams. 
These exotic species can hitch a ride from other lakes on your boat, trailer, live well, minnow bucket, etc. Once 
introduced, they can destroy a lake’s natural balance with little chance of restoring it. I’m sure you’ve all read 
about the devastating effects these exotics are having on many of our sister lakes all around us! 
 
As a result, we strongly urge that only boats and trailers that stay on our lake, be used on our lake. Exotic 
viruses and parasites that can destroy fish populations are being found in neighboring lakes, so never 
transplant fish or minnows from another lake without the authorization of the Lake Management Committee. 
Only use minnows purchased in Wisconsin and never discard unused minnows into our lake as you could be 
unknowingly transferring an exotic fish, parasite, or pathogen. 
   
Through careful vigilance we can all do our part to keep our lake happy and healthy for our generation and 
future generations to enjoy! 
 
Fish Habitat, Monitoring, and Stocking: There is very little natural structure in our lake. In order to promote 
healthy populations of desired fish species, habitat such as fish cribs are constructed and sunk in strategic 
locations beneath the surface. The cribs provide cover and reproductive habitat for aquatic insects, small fish, 
and minnows, which larger fish feed on. Adding habitat for aquatic wildlife to thrive and reproduce is a key 
tool in managing the current and future health of our lake. For more information on fish cribs or habitat, or to 
volunteer to help, please contact a committee or board member. 
 



Lake Fisheries Management: Thanks to the cooperative efforts of lake associations, government organizations 
like the DNR, and sportsmen and sportswomen everywhere, fishing in the upper Midwest has never been 
better! Fish stocking programs, harvest limits, and catch and release practices are at the heart of this success. 
 
With this increased ability to catch more and bigger fish comes the responsibility to avoid pressuring and over 
harvesting fish populations beyond natures ability to sustain them. 
 
The growing popularity of catch and release, and selective harvesting has gone a long way toward easing the 
stress on these fish populations. But in some cases, fisheries need a little help from us. Certain fisheries 
management practices are designed to help you catch more and bigger fish. The result is better fishing 
opportunities for everyone, and a brighter angling future on the horizon. 
 
Walleyes: In the northern United States and Canada, walleyes rank as people’s favorite fish to catch. Stocking 
programs have had an extremely positive impact on the quality and quantity of walleye fisheries. On our lake, 
natural reproduction of walleyes does not occur. If we stop stocking these fish, our lake will stop producing 
them. Practicing catch and release, with an occasional meal to enjoy with your family, and restocking the 
fishery at regular intervals is still the best way to continue to enjoy the underwater prize of the north woods! 
 
Panfish: On more and more lakes, progressive management practices are resulting in catching more and 
bigger panfish. Scientific studies have shown that Selective Harvesting–the practice of keeping the smaller or 
medium sized fish, and releasing the larger “spawners”, has resulted in overall future year classes of 
significantly larger fish. Here’s why: 
 
Panfish are not only fun to catch, but people love to eat them, too. So the traditional mentality has been to 
keep a bunch for eating, especially the largest fish. These habits, along with increasing pressure, has 
decimated the number of larger fish on many of our area lakes. 
 
It’s no secret that there are not as many large fish as there are medium and small fish. But the fact is that the 
larger fish produce the majority of the eggs that sustain the future of the species, and you can easily fish down 
the population of the larger fish, especially on small lakes like ours, leaving a lake full of stunted fish. This 
actually occurred with the bluegill and perch population on our lake, not so long ago. 
  
In our area, the major harvest of panfish occurs in spring when the fish move shallow to feed and spawn, and 
then again in the winter when ice fishermen are adept at finding and catching loads of panfish through the ice. 
 
Unlike bass and walleye fishermen, many panfishermen have not adopted the concept of keeping a few 
smaller fish to eat, and letting the big ones go to carry on the species. 
  
In some cases, minimum size limits have been instituted, with some success. But when it comes to panfish, it 
seems the easiest and simplest way to control the harvest is simply to limit the number of fish that can be 
kept. 
 
On lakes that have set limits on the number of fish you can keep –usually 5 or 7 per person per day –the result 
has been that the overall number of larger fish is beginning to rebound. You can still catch a nice meal of fish 
for the dinner table, but you’re helping to sustain the future quality of the fishery for yourself, and for future 
generations to enjoy! 
 
Walleye: Walleyes typically lay their eggs in late winter in shallow rocks on lakes that have rocky bottoms. The 
eggs fall between the cracks of the rocks where they are protected from predation. In larger lakes, the wave 



action over the rocks provides oxygen and nutrients required for the eggs to hatch. Since our small lake does 
not have the rocky bottom or sufficient wave action to sustain and protect the eggs, no natural reproduction 
of walleyes occurs. In addition, the PH of our lake is not ideal for walleye reproduction. Therefore, we rely on 
stocking to sustain our walleye population.  
 
Due to a change in walleye “strain” stocking requirements with the Wisconsin DNR that created supply chain 
issues, however, there was a lull in stocking on our lake from 2009 to 2019, with 2014 being the only year that 
walleyes were stocked in that time frame. Due to this lull, reported walleye catches have been down the past 
several years. Now that the supply issues have been resolved, stocking has commenced, with 1,200 7-
9”fingerlings planted in October of 2019.Thanks to recent support from lake members, the Lake Management 
Committee is committed to aggressive stocking of walleyes to increase populations again. We plan to stock 
another 1,200 fingerlings this year, and again in 2023to improve the walleye catching experience. In the 
interim, we recommend continuing to practice “catch and release” or “selective harvesting” to help sustain 
the resource. 
 
Northern Pike/Muskellunge: Fish creels and catch reports indicate that northern pike populations seem to be 
healthy. Some nice pike have been caught or observed this past year, with a few approaching 40”, and some 
caught through the ice. This spring, I’ve caught quite a few pike in the mid twenty inch range and a few near 
30”. Musky numbers seem to be generally lower, although several fish over 40” have been observed cruising 
the shallows this spring. In order to sustain the musky population, it is recommended that fishing be catch and 
release only. For those anglers looking for a trophy keepsake, graphite reproductions that look as real as the 
actual fish caught are available at most taxidermists. All you need to get a graphite reproduction of your fish is 
a photo and the length of the fish. Please carefully release any muskies you catch so others may enjoy the 
thrill for years to come. Remember, it can take up to twenty years to grow a forty plus inch musky!!! 
 
Largemouth/Smallmouth Bass: Feedback from recent fish creels and fyke netting indicates that largemouth 
bass are reproducing freely in our lake. Due to an abundance of forage fish, cover, and reproductive habitat, 
their growth rate seems excellent. Although not as abundant, the smallmouth bass population seems to be 
holding their own. In order to maintain this rare game fish combination, we recommend “catch and release”, 
for the more fragile smallmouth population, whose numbers can be permanently damaged by over 
harvesting. Feel free to keep the more abundant largemouth bass, however. They make a surprisingly good 
meal, especially through the ice! 
 
Panfish: Crappie, bluegill, pumpkinseed and rock bass are abundant. The numbers of perch observed during 
recent fyke netting was down dramatically, although the reason could be that they had already spawned and 
moved to deeper water by the time the netting occurred. The perch are stunted with few over 4-6” observed. 
They do provide excellent forage for game fish, however. Crappies up to 15” have been recorded. Many 
beautiful bluegill and pumpkinseed in the 9-12” range were recorded. Their numbers and size seem to be 
trending up. 
 
Studies have found that practicing “selective harvesting” (keeping the smaller and medium sized fish, and 
releasing the largest “spawners” results in a healthier environment and results in larger average size of future 
year classes. 
 
Your reports of fish catches are very helpful to monitor health and populations, and are greatly appreciated. 
Please continue to let us know what you are catching. 
 
 
 



Reminders: 
 
Recently, some home owners have been observed putting brush, branches and small trees into our lake. 
Please refrain from this practice. Keep in mind that putting anything in the lake including fish cribs and 
other forms of habitat is illegal or strictly regulated by the DNR. Check with the Lake Management 
Committee if you have questions regarding this matter. 
 
Also, buoys or floats to mark fish habitat locations should not be left unattended on the lake. They can 
present hazards to wildlife and boaters alike, are unsightly, and should only be used for the duration of the 
time that you are fishing near them. 
 
Long Range Planning, Lake Monitoring, and Trend Analysis: 
 
What data is important for us to monitor on a regular, long term basis to ensure the continued health of our 
lake? 
 
Chemical properties: Dissolved Oxygen, Water Clarity, Phosphorous, PH, Alkalinity, Nitrogen. 
1. Water quality testing: In order to monitor long term trends in water quality, we would like to begin a 
comprehensive program to test our lake for clarity, PH, alkalinity, nitrogen, and phosphorous. Long term 
analysis of this data could alert us to potentially harmful changes in the chemical make-up of our lake. 
 
If you would like to volunteer to take water samples several times each year, please let us know. 
 
Listed below is a brief summary of the planned testing compounds: 
 
A. Water Clarity: Water Clarity is a good indicator of a lake’s overall water quality, especially the amount of 
algae present. A black and white Secchi disc (named after the inventor of this tool) is submerged at three 
different sites on the lake, and the data is recorded. Because secchi readings are so variable throughout a 
season, long term data collection is very important in assessing any changes in the water quality on the lake. 
 
B. Phosphorous: In most lakes phosphorous promotes excessive aquatic plant and algae growth. It occurs 
naturally in soils, but human activities can greatly increase the amount of phosphorous in a lake. Major 
sources include soil erosion, septic systems, detergents, runoffs from lawns and fertilizers, and human and 
animal waste. Concentrations below 20 ug/liter will normally prevent nuisance algae blooms. 
 
C. PH: A lake’s acid level is indicated by PH. A PH reading of 7 is said to beneutral. Lower PH values indicate 
that a lake is more acidic, while higher values are less acidic. Most aquatic life requires a PH value between 6 
and 9 to reproduce. 
 
D. Alkalinity: Alkalinity is a measure of certain dissolved components –mostly carbonates, which neutralize 
acid. It can be an indication of a lake’s sensitivity to acid rain. The lower the level, the greater effect acid rain 
may have on a lake. High alkalinity levels buffer the lake. In Northern Wisconsin, the alkalinity of seepage lakes 
like ours averages about 25 mg/liter. 
 
E. Nitrogen: Nitrogen, nitrites, and nitrates, are a necessary nutrient for plant and algae growth. For most 
forms, there are no “acceptable ranges”. Sources of nitrogen include lawn fertilizers, and animal waste. 
 
 
 



Lake Protection: 
What can we as property owners do to ensure the future long-term health of the lake? 
 
Ensure septic systems are working properly to prevent runoff that could adversely affect nitrogen levels, water 
quality, and undesirable algae blooms. 
 
Use organic or non-phosphorous fertilizers and avoid using other chemicals that could end up in the lake. 
 
Maintain a “buffer zone” between lawns and the lake to help filter impurities from runoff before it reaches the 
lake. Take precautions not tointroduce exotic species of plants, animals, or fish into the lake as they can have 
disastrous effects on the lake, e.g. Eurasian milfoil, zebra mussels, carp, etc. 
 
Sources: Wisconsin Department of Resources, Lake Managers Handbook, Understanding Lake Data, Twin 
Lakes Lake Association, miscellaneous excerpts and articles. 
 
Loon Alert! 
Once again, a pair of loons nested on the island this past summer, and produced a pair of chicks. 
Unfortunately, for reasons we do not know the chicks did not survive. Hopefully, they will be back this 
summer and any chicks will make it to adulthood. We ask that everyone respect their privacy by keeping your 
distance from the nest side of the island while they are on their nest, and from the parents and chick(s) if, and 
when they hatch. Thank You!    
 
Fyke Netting 
Periodic fyke netting provides a scientific analysis of the lake’s fishery including historic trends that can help in 
the management of the fishery. Fyke netting can also identify potential alerts regarding the health of the 
fishery. The netting is timed to occur as soon as the ice is off the lake, usually in mid to late April. 
  
The last fyke net event on our lake occurred in April of 2015. We were unable to do any fyke netting the past 
few years due to late winter ice which conflicts with Opening Day of the regular fishing season the first week 
in May. Therefore, we would like to attempt to net the lake again this spring if the weather allows and if 
enough members volunteer to help. The six nets are placed in different strategic areas of the lake for 7-10 
days and they must be checked daily during that period. A minimum of 4 people are needed –one to drive the 
pontoon boat, two to pull in the nets and count the fish, and one to record the results. All fish are then 
released. The process usually starts at 3 PM each day and takes about two hours to complete. It is a very 
interesting and fun process. We usually catch all of the fish varieties in our lake including suckers, muskies, 
walleyes, bass, panfish, and the occasional snapping turtle!  
 
If you would like to see the results of our past fyke netting events or are interested in helping out this year, 
please contact Dennis Ragan. 
 
History of Fish Stocking on Pine Island Lake 
 
October 1990 4006-9” Walleyes 
October 1994 1100 6-9” Walleyes 
         5004-6” Bluegills 
October 1997 1000 7-9” Walleyes 
         5005-7” Largemouth Bass 
October 2000 1100 7-9” Walleyes 

October 2002 5011” Muskellunge 
October 2003 1000 6-9” Walleyes 
October 2006 1100 6-9” Walleyes 
October 2009 11006-9” Walleyes 
October 2014 12006-9”Walleyes 
October 2019 12006-9”Walleyes 

 



Pioneer Lake Spring 2021 Report  
 
The Lake Association is in the final phase of the Lake Management Plan. Cathy Higley from Vilas County Land 
and Water Conservation finished her report in the fall when the final results were obtained of AIS testing. 
Pioneer Lake contains Chinese mystery snail, Banded mystery snail and Narrow leaf cattail. The county 
summary ‘Highlighted recommendations include AIS monitoring, native plant monitoring, water quality 
monitoring, implementing shoreline conservation practices, increasing coarse woody habitat, and new 
property owner campaigns’.  
 
Of utmost importance is the shoreline erosion concern. According to the Vilas Country Report of the 80 lake 
parcels, 53 had erosion or runoff concerns (66%). The Lake Management team sent out a survey to all 
landowners in the summer of 2020. Barb Gajewski of Many Waters tabulated the landowner survey results. 
The survey response was 79 out of 117 mailed, a return of 67%. The results of the survey will be discussed by 
the Lake Management team early this summer as we combine the Vilas County Report and the landowner 
survey results.  
 
Our next step is to begin an educational reach out to landowners regarding the results. Just a quick notice of 
data in the survey indicates 80% of survey responders are concerned with shoreline erosion and the potential 
negative impact on the lake. In 2017 and 2020 Pioneer Lake experienced very high water levels causing 
extensive flooding and damage to homeowners shoreline and property. There is ongoing discussion with WVIC 
(Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company) as to the operation of the Twin Lakes Dam that regulates the water 
level of Pioneer Lake. Currently the Association Board is participating in the annual review of the WVIC / FERC 
5-year license renewal. The Association Board is hopeful that consideration of Pioneer Lake water height be 
considered as well as the water height of the Twin Lakes Reservoir. A staff gauge has been installed in the 
Pioneer Creek between the lake and Church Road and is read daily. Data is then shared with WVIC. Because of 
the little variance in elevation downstream of the lake the water brought into the lake via the Twin Lakes 
River/Dam and rainfall has a slow discharge, which has caused significant issues of property/shoreline erosion 
in the past few years. Our goal is to have WVIC consider regulating the dam setting at a slower pace to allow 
the water in Pioneer Lake to find a more natural equilibrium as water progresses into the Pioneer Creek and 
on into the Wisconsin river. The Board has reached out to state representatives in support of our effort.  
 
Water quality is measured by a volunteer weekly using a Secchi disk and results are logged and submitted to 
Sandra Wickman, CLMN Coordinator, UWX/DNR Rhinelander. Overall water quality of Pioneer Lake is good. •  
 
Six residents have been participated in Clean Boats Clean Water training. On busy weekends we hope to be 
able to monitor the boat landing of visiting boaters. 
 
The Lake Association provides information on the website Pioneerlakeassociation.com and our FB page.  
 
Looking to 2021 summer the Board is hoping to have a Boat Poker Run in an effort to bring residents together 
socially and provide for a fundraising opportunity.  
 
Mapleview Resort assists the Association fundraising by handling a raffle (a paddleboard) on our behalf.  
 
As mentioned, the Board will discuss steps in future educational opportunities of landowners as findings of 
the survey and Vilas County report blend together in the finalization of our Lake Management Plan. 
 
 



State of the Lake report for Upper and Lower Buckatabon 
April 13th, 2021 

 

Weevils vs. EWM 

Continuing from last summer, Buckatabon Lakes are entering the 2nd year of a 4-year project of raising 

weevils to combat Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM). This project is supported by a Surface Water Grant from the 

DNR with Buckatabon Lakes Assn (BLA) and partnered with the Vilas County Land and Water Conservation Dept.   

It has been discovered that these tiny weevils subsist primarily on eating the stems of milfoil, preferably 

apparently EWM. They chew through the stem of the EWM for nourishment, eventually killing the aquatic 

invasive plant, and eventually lay their eggs on the Meristem (Upper portion) of the EWM.  They can have a 

significant effect on the management of the invasive EWM and can hopefully keep the spread of it in check. 

When gathering the EWM in our lakes for use in this project we discovered that there were already weevils in 

our EWM which was great news knowing that our lake conditions were acceptable for supporting a population 

of EWM 

BLA is committed to 123 volunteer hours related to the raising of the weevils. It is a time-consuming 

process. Depending on the water temperature in our lakes, our volunteers will gather EWM to be delivered 

down to our weevil supplier, most likely sometime in late May. We are working with a company called Golden 

Sands owned by Amy Thorstenson. Amy will gather weevils in a lake downstate prior to our collecting the EWM 

to be delivered to Amy. The purpose of the EWM we collect is to be used for food for the weevils and/or weevil 

larvae that Amy gathers. 

The adult weevils eat the stems and lay their eggs on the Meristem of the EWM that we supply. The 

larvae that hatch feed on this EWM.  Since the weevils will be raised to be placed in the Buckatabon Lakes it is 

imperative that the EWM that is gathered comes from our lake so that the weevils have continuity in their 

feed.  Amy gathers around 70 weevils, in various stages of development, that will be placed in our four 100 

gallon rearing tubs.  Once the project weevils are ready to be transported to us our volunteers will drive down 

to Golden Sands to pick up and deliver them to our waiting tubs that are filled with EWM laid on the surface of 

the water.  We keep close eyes on the water temperature and the condition of the EWM in our rearing tubs. 

We feed the delivered weevils every 18 to 21 Days with EWM.  After approx. 6 weeks the newly raised 

weevils are ready to be placed in strategic locations on the lakes.   There is ample evidence that the weevils 

prefer to eat the EWM over the Northern Milfoil that are native to our lakes. We hope to see that the weevil 

population in our lakes have grown from the weevils we raised and put in the lake at the end of last summer. 

Stocking Walleyes 

We will also be stocking more walleyes in the lakes this fall.  This will bring the number of 6 to 8” stocked 

walleye to approx. 10,000 over a three-year period.  We buy DNR approved Northern Mississippi strains only of 

the walleye fry as research has shown that this strain succeeds best in our northwoods lakes. 

 



Grants 

Going back to our grants, we closed 2 this past season.  One was a very thorough Lake Planning Grant 

developed by Many Waters, our lake management contractor. The other grant that we completed was the 2nd 

Rapid Response grant for management of our EWM.  We have just recently been awarded a Surface Water Grant 

which will be used for the weevil raising project and for continued Aquatic Invasive EWM management through 

hand pulling and Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting. The grant runs for two years and, as always, we share in the 

cost of these grants with the DNR. 

Pontoon Workboat 

We are just completing work on a pontoon boat that will be used for various projects on the lakes. We 

started with a donated stripped down hull with just the pontoons and the framing of the floor deck. We have 

completed work on the deck along with necessary wiring, purchase and installation of an outboard motor and 

all related controls.  Also, we have collected donated life jackets, a work station, storage containers, necessary 

seating, docking lines and fenders, etc. etc. 

 Work to be done with this “new” Pontoon boat, includes monitoring and removal of EWM, Citizen Lake 

Monitoring Network (CLMN), annual installation and removal of buoys marking KEEP OUT of EWM infested 

areas, and related weevil project activities on the water.  We will be out on the lake soon doing our annual lake 

chemistry water sampling projects in our 4th year of participating in CLMN. 

Boat Landing Info 

We installed an AIS weed bag dispenser kiosk at the Upper Buckatabon boat landing for collection of 

EWM that fishermen and recreational boaters may snag when out on the lake, 

Forming a Lake District 

Finally, we are continuing our work on forming a Lake District hopefully yet this year. Covid-19 has 

slowed progress as access to necessary information from the Courthouse was halted for quite some time.  We 

are working on a petition to be sent out to land owners in the proposed Lake District during the summer.  Once 

results are tabulated and sent to the necessary departments involved in this process.  We realize that forming 

a Lake District is a very precise process and we are determined to get it right the first time. 

  

Submitted by Daniel Benson 

715-891-5861  akabense@gmail.com 

Gary  Croisatierre (alternate)   gary.ac@icloud.com 715-479-9017 
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